Radical cystectomy at Roswell Park Memorial Institute. Preoperative and post operative observations.
Between January 1979 and March 1983, 63 consecutive patients underwent cystectomy and urinary diversion for primary carcinoma of the bladder at Roswell Park Memorial Institute (RPMI). Fifty-five patients had transitional cell carcinoma, 6 squamous cell carcinoma and 2 adenocarcinoma of the bladder. Twelve patients with bladder cancer were found to have adenocarcinoma of the prostate on the pathological specimen. Preoperative radiation was given to 41 patients. Thirty-six patients received 4000 rads preoperatively followed by radical cystectomy, 5 patients received 2000 rads. Thirteen patients received 6000 rads as curative treatment and underwent salvage cystectomy and colon conduit because of failure. There was no operative mortality. Severe complications in the early postoperative period occurred in 19 instances, some patients having more than one complication. Late complications necessitating surgical correction occurred in 5 patients. Although radical cystectomy is effective in controlling the local disease, most patients still died of metastatic transitional cell carcinoma.